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Mexico is asking the U.S. to cooperate, 
ignore the invasion and then provide 
aid to stranded illegals. 

Mr. Speaker, this is absurd. Our Fed-
eral Government’s loyalties lie with 
the American people, not with illegals 
that are colonizing America. The U.S. 
must stand firm against the Mexican 
government’s unlawful, illegal invasion 
into our homeland. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

THE KUCINICH PLAN FOR EXIT 
FROM IRAQ 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, there is 
a compelling need for a new direction 
in Iraq, one that recognizes the plight 
of the people of Iraq, the false and ille-
gal basis of the United States’ war 
against Iraq, the realities on the 
ground which make a military resolu-
tion of the conflict unrealistic, and the 
urgent responsibility of the United 
States to use the process of diplomacy 
and international law to achieve sta-
bility in Iraq. 

Today, I am presenting to Congress 
what is called the Kucinich Plan for 
Exit from Iraq. These are some of the 
elements: 

1. The U.S. announces it will end the 
occupation, close military bases and 
withdraw. 

2. The U.S. announces it will use ex-
isting funds to bring the troops and 
necessary equipment home. 

3. Order a simultaneous return of all 
U.S. contractors to the U.S. and turn 
over all contracting work to the Iraqi 
government. 

4. Convene a regional conference for 
the purpose of developing a security 
and stabilization force for Iraq. 

5. Prepare an international security 
and peacekeeping force to move in, re-
placing U.S. troops who then return 
home. 

6. Develop and fund a process of na-
tional reconciliation. 

7. Reconstruction and jobs. 
8. Reparations. 
9. Political sovereignty. 
10. Dealing with the Iraq economy. 
11. Economic sovereignty for Iraq. 
12. A process of international truth 

and reconciliation between the people 
of the United States and the people of 
Iraq. 

It is time for a new direction, and the 
Kucinich plan offers that direction. 

f 

PAYGO AND EARMARK REFORM 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to discuss fiscal responsibility and ear-
mark reform. I have spent my entire 
political career fighting to reduce 
wasteful spending so Americans can 
keep more of their hard-earned money. 

In the 109th Congress, I voted for H. 
Res. 1000 which provided for earmark 

reform by requiring full disclosure of 
earmarks on funding, authorization 
and revenue legislation so Members 
and the public will be able to easily 
identify projects which otherwise may 
be inappropriately hidden from ade-
quate scrutiny in a timely manner. 

Earmark reform is important to pro-
viding accountability of government 
spending. It is truly disappointing and 
a shame that the Democrat leadership 
coupled it with the fiscally irrespon-
sible policy of PAYGO, which forced 
many of us to vote ‘‘no.’’ PAYGO is 
based on tenuous economic projections, 
is unreliable and, simply put, will 
make it easier to raise taxes and more 
difficult to give taxpayers back their 
money. 

I voted for the Republican motion to 
commit which included the earmark 
reform and excluded PAYGO. Unfortu-
nately, the Republican motion did not 
succeed, and we now face fiscal policies 
where government can spend more and 
continually raise taxes on the Amer-
ican taxpayer. 

f 

INTEROPERABLE PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMUNICATIONS 

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, in its 
final report, the 9/11 Commission con-
cluded, and I quote: 

‘‘The inability to communicate was a 
critical element of the World Trade 
Center, Pentagon and Somerset Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania, crash sites where 
multiple agencies and multiple juris-
dictions responded. The occurrence of 
this problem at three very different 
sites is strong evidence that compat-
ible and adequate communications 
among public safety organizations at 
the local, State and Federal levels re-
mains an important problem. Federal 
funding of such interagency commu-
nication units should be given high pri-
ority.’’ 

The lack of interoperability among 
first responders has plagued our Nation 
for too long. Today Congress is taking 
an important step to give our first re-
sponders the tools they need to do 
their jobs and keep our Nation safe. 

The fact is that, since September 11, 
the Republican administration and 
Congress failed to make adequate in-
vestments in interoperable commu-
nications for our police, firefighters 
and EMTs. After September 11, Presi-
dent Bush said, ‘‘We want to spend 
money to make sure equipment is 
there, strategies are there, communica-
tions are there to make sure that you 
have whatever it takes to respond.’’ 
Yet under President Bush and the Re-
publican-led Congress, the money was 
not allocated, the equipment was not 
there, strategies were incomplete and 
first responders still could not commu-
nicate across agencies and jurisdic-
tions. 

Today, Congress will consider the Im-
plementing the 9/11 Commission Rec-

ommendations Act which will create a 
stand-alone grant program for inter-
operable communications. Today, the 
Democratic Congress starts a new di-
rection for public safety and to keep 
America safe. 

f 

CAPTAIN HAYES CLAYTON 

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the memory of 
Captain Hayes Clayton, a heroic mem-
ber of our military who was killed in 
action on Christmas day in Balad, Iraq. 

Captain Clayton was a classmate of 
my daughter, Laura Neil. She remem-
bers his strength of character. Others 
have remembered his strength of faith. 
Indeed, Captain Clayton leaves behind 
a legacy of living by the highest moral 
principles. 

Before enlisting in the Army, Cap-
tain Clayton was known as a standout 
defensive end on the football team at 
Marietta High School and a skilled 
Army ROTC member at Fort Valley 
State University in Georgia. 

Captain Clayton leaves behind his 
parents, Reverend Hayes and Marlena 
Clayton, his brothers Eric and Michael, 
his loving wife Army First Lieutenant 
Monica Clayton, and a precious 4- 
month-old son, Hayes, III, who proudly 
carries on his father’s name. 

Mr. Speaker, my prayers go out to 
his family and my deepest gratitude 
goes out for his selfless and deep sac-
rifice for our Nation. I ask you to join 
me in honoring the distinguished mem-
ory of Captain Hayes Clayton. 

f 

BETTER SECURING OUR NATION 
BY PASSING THE 9/11 COMMIS-
SION RECOMMENDATIONS 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, secur-
ing the safety of the American people 
is our number one priority as elected 
officials. To do this we must look at all 
facets of homeland security and take 
all necessary precautions seriously. 
Democrats have pledged to address the 
matter of homeland security com-
prehensively by implementing the rec-
ommendations of the independent, bi-
partisan 9/11 Commission. Of their 41 
recommendations made over 2 years 
ago, many have been only partially im-
plemented and others have not been 
implemented at all. 

Because of this delay in addressing 
the Commission’s recommendations, 
we still have major holes in our home-
land security system. More than 5 
years after 9/11, only 5 percent of con-
tainers entering U.S. ports are 
screened. In addition, most air cargo is 
not screened at all, and our first re-
sponders are still unable to commu-
nicate with each other during an emer-
gency. 
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Mr. Speaker, Congress can no longer 

ignore the recommendations of the 9/11 
Commission. This week we will have an 
opportunity to better secure our Na-
tion by beginning the process of ap-
proving these recommendations. 

f 

b 1215 

REMEMBERING PRESIDENT 
GERALD FORD 

(Mr. EHLERS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, the last 2 
weeks have been a time of sorrow for 
me, and a time of pride also. I was 
awakened at 2:00 in the morning to 
learn that my good friend, President 
Ford, had passed away. And the suc-
ceeding whirlwind of funerals, recep-
tions, and events dealing with his 
death have reminded us all how much 
he gave our country and how much he 
did for our country. 

I am proud to call Mr. Ford a friend. 
I am proud of what he did for our coun-
try. I am proud that he so ably re-
flected the values and virtues of west 
Michigan, my part of the country. 

We pray that You will bless Betty 
and his family and give them comfort 
and give them strength. 

I will shortly be presenting a resolu-
tion honoring President Ford, and I 
hope that Members will find their way 
to the floor to speak on this special 
resolution, or speak later this evening. 
I encourage them to join me in hon-
oring this great American and wonder-
ful President. 

f 

SUPPORT H.R. 1 

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, we must 
begin to think differently in America 
and join hands across the aisle. Our Na-
tion must become secure now, not next 
week; and that is why I rise in support 
of H.R. 1. 

As other Members have, I ask the 
current administration to present this 
Congress with a comprehensive plan for 
Iraq, a plan that makes sense, a plan 
based on the realities on the ground in 
Iraq and in the region, for all of us 
have the same goal: to build a better 
and more secure Nation. 

By working together, we will accom-
plish our shared mission, first, by im-
plementing the recommendations of 
the 9/11 Commission; secondly, by se-
curing our borders; and, finally, by pro-
tecting our Nation from threats from 
nuclear warfare. 

Please join me in supporting H.R. 1 
as we begin to work together to build a 
better Nation and a more secure Na-
tion for everyone. 

f 

WAR ON TERROR 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I do 
want to speak for just a moment about 
the war on terror and our efforts in 
Iraq. It is clear that we have come to a 
very important time in this effort. The 
President is going to speak about his 
strategy tomorrow night. 

You know, I have been asked many 
times over the last few weeks, and cer-
tainly on Sunday when I was at Fort 
Campbell, if I would support a surge in 
the troops. I think that we have to re-
member that it is important that we 
listen to the men and women and the 
commanders in the field as we have 
this discussion. 

We have to look at the situation: 
what does it take to defuse it, to stand 
up the Iraqis and make it easier to re-
linquish control to the Iraqis for their 
country. 

It is exactly this sort of opportunity 
and these situations that really ani-
mate the work and the leadership of 
Lieutenant General David Petraeus, 
the American commander who has been 
there for a year with the 101st, who was 
back for a year training the Iraqi 
troops in Baghdad, and now will return 
again. He has been called the military’s 
warrior scholar and has drawn deeply 
on his dual background to create a 
leadership style that is respectful of 
military tradition and is innovative. 
We support General Petraeus. 

We look forward to his work there 
and his leadership style as we work to 
continue to defeat the terrorists and 
win the war on terror. 

f 

TO QUOTE THE KING 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, 
January 8, was the 72nd anniversary of 
the birth of the King of Rock and Roll, 
Elvis Presley. Elvis was a Memphian, a 
U.S. Army veteran, and an ambassador 
of goodwill throughout the world 
through his music and movies. 

I am here to tell you that Elvis is 
still alive today in spirit and is as rel-
evant as ever. To quote The King as we 
proceed through the 100 hours, ‘‘It’s 
Now Or Never’’ that we make the 
changes that America needs. When this 
Democratic majority finishes with the 
status quo, it will be ‘‘All Shook Up’’ 
because we will do the people’s will so 
we will not be ‘‘Return(ed) to Sender.’’ 
And we won’t be cruel to those being 
paid the minimum wage. 

Mr. Speaker, by the way, I have no-
ticed in my office, I think we need a 
surge protector. Can you get one up 
there? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ILLINOIS ON 
DIVERSITY 

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday I attended the inauguration 
ceremonies for the constitutional of-
fices of the State of Illinois. I want to 
congratulate the people of Illinois for 
the diversity in its selection of individ-
uals to run their State. 

Governor Rod Blagojevich was re-
elected; Lieutenant Governor Patrick 
Quinn, Irish American; Attorney Gen-
eral Lisa Madigan, a young Irish Amer-
ican; Secretary of State Jesse White, 
African American; Comptroller Dan 
Hynes is Irish American; and State 
Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias, a Greek 
American who is 30 years old and is 
going to do an outstanding job. 

I simply congratulate the people of 
the great State of Illinois on its selec-
tion of constitutional officers to run 
its State. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MORAN of Virginia). Pursuant to clause 
8 of rule XX, the Chair will postpone 
further proceedings today on motions 
to suspend the rules on which a re-
corded vote or the yeas and nays are 
ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later today. 

f 

MOURNING THE PASSING OF 
PRESIDENT GERALD RUDOLPH 
FORD 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 15) mourning 
the passing of President Gerald Ru-
dolph Ford and celebrating his leader-
ship and service to the people of the 
United States, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 15 

Whereas all American Presidents affect the 
history of the United States, but President 
Gerald Rudolph Ford leaves a legacy of lead-
ership and service that will endure for years 
to come; 

Whereas millions of men and women across 
America mourn the death of the 38th Presi-
dent of the United States; 

Whereas Gerald R. Ford is the only person 
from the State of Michigan to have served as 
President of the United States; 

Whereas Gerald R. Ford graduated from 
the University of Michigan with academic 
and athletic excellence; 

Whereas Gerald R. Ford attended Yale Uni-
versity Law School and graduated in the top 
25 percent of his class while also working as 
a football coach; 

Whereas Gerald R. Ford joined the United 
States Navy Reserves in 1942 and served val-
iantly on the U.S.S. Monterrey in the Phil-
ippines during World War II; 

Whereas the U.S.S. Monterrey earned 10 
battle stars, awarded for participation in 
battle while Gerald R. Ford served on the 
ship; 

Whereas Gerald R. Ford was released to in-
active duty in 1946 with the rank of Lieuten-
ant Commander; 

Whereas in 1948, Gerald R. Ford was elect-
ed to the House of Representatives, where he 
served with integrity for 25 years; 
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